What others want

and what we do.

A glimpse into the world of expectations
In this rat race called life, expectations and disappointments run neck- to- neck.
Expectations drive our lives. Sometimes the consequence is sheer elation, and at the other
times- and this is more often it is disappointment.
There are a hundred and one reasons why we do the things that we do. One of them,
surely, is to pander to the expectations of others.
Teenagers, who are unable to trudge past the barrier of id, take to smoking and drinking
because they think their peers expect that of them. You want to rank number one in class,
because your teachers expect that.
Your family expects it. Your friends expect it.
We all expect.
We expect, we get. Most of the time.
Sometimes we expect, and
Again is it okay? These benchmarks people set for others?

responsible

all the time!

the gloom that descends on your loved one because of something you have done wrong.
Or simply left undone.
Sigh! Why is it that people impose on somebody else, their own dreams and desires?
time to introspect.
-Editor,
Megha Rathi

Drop Everything and Read, DEAR!
It was mid day. Everyone was busy with their classes, some trying to
exercise their brains on math problems, some trying to enhance the
beauty of their language, and some trying to put down the pictures
in their mind on a piece of paper, beautifying it with colour.
Suddenly and unexpectedly, the school bell pealed loudly! Some of us were very happy that the
have been some who were sad to
miss their favorite class. Whatever the thoughts might have been, there was still great confusion.
Everyone was trying their best to make the right guess - the reason the bell rang so unexpectedly.
We were guided towards the assembly hall, and when we reached, this is what we saw. Some
girls standing, looking lost, some busy scattering newspapers and magazines on the floor. The
Guessing Game was still on.
The game finally came to an end when a teacher revealed the reason: It was DEAR time!
We were told that henceforth the bell would ring any time of the day and it was an indication to
drop all our work and pick up the magazines and newspapers provided, and read.
Hence the name, D-E-A-R- Drop Everything And Read!
This was an amazing way to chill, to shun boredom and to gain some knowledge along the way!
have the time for it. Most of us are unaware about the o
the lazy group! DEAR sessions are beneficial for all the groups!

-

Ecolites look forward to DEAR time every day!

Chetanya Jhinjha

Team Biology Visits FRI
As the coach of team Biology at Ecole
Globale, I thought it would be a good idea to
take my students on a trip to the Forest
Research Institute, Dehradun. The Principal
agreed to the proposal and was kind enough
to get the trip organized for us.
On 18th morning, we embarked on our trip
at 9:30 am. Ms. Afifa Hawawala, the
Computer teacher, accompanied us. As soon
as the bus stopped near the grand FRI
building and we all got down, the girls were
awestruck by the sheer grandeur of the
Parthenon columns and Gothic

architecture of the building. As we wound
our way through the spacious corridors, the
old trees in the quadrangle looked worthy
of photography.
We soon walked into the Museum of Forest
Pathology. The girls were amazed to see
the gigantic fungi and the extent to which
they cause damage to the timber. They got
familiarized with the
names like
mycorrhiza, polypore, heart rot, etc.
The next stop was the Timber Museum
where we had a tryst with Indian history in
the form of a slice of a seven hundred year- old tree trunk of Deodar! The tree was a sapling when
the foundation for the famous Qutab Minar was laid and was witness to various events during the
reign of Mughals and British in India.
The Xylarium, with its vast collection of wood from India and all parts of the world, was indeed a
great learning experience. The senior scientist at the Xylarium was gracious enough to show the
students the working of a microtone section cutting machine. The girls also got to see a thirty
million year- old piece of wood.
After going through the museums of social forestry, silviculture, entomology and minor forest
products, it was time to rest and replenish our energy. We all sat down on the spacious FRI
building grounds for a picnic lunch of poori-bhaaji. After a brief period of rest, it was time to take
a walk to the famous Botanical Gardens.
The rain played spoil- sport and we could
not see much. All of us had to hastily
trudge back to the main building as were
looking for cover. We sat on the steps and
waited for the bus we discussed the
various things we had seen.
It was a long, tiring and rain- soaked day,
yet the girls agreed that it was, indeed, a
great learning experience.

Girija Gopalakrishnan
(Biology Teacher)

BHAAG MILKHA- A REVIEW
Rating-*****
One Wednesday, we had the opportunity to hobnob with a hero! To
experience getting into the skin of a real- life warrior- the Flying Sikh of
India, the man whose sole aim in life was to run; to run and to win a gold for his country. A

person who gave his everything to survive and win, a living legend Milkha Singh. We had the
opportunity to watch the story of his life through the film, Bhaag Milkha Bhaag.
The biopic, Bhaag Milkha Bhaag, directed by Rakeysh Om Prakash Mehra, gave us a chance to
spend three hours with Milkha Singh. The way the story unfolded was spectacular. A little
refugee boy from pre- partition India, who wielded a knife and became a coal thief, went on to
join the army and eventually broke an athletic world record in the 1960s.
This is the story right here! The action really kicks in, in the second half. Milkha Singh is by now
an international athlete of repute. He trains hard, runs hard, and most importantly, does not
allow himself any "distractions" in his quest to beat the 400m world record.
The movie now slickly veers towards what I'm interested in watching. And it doesn't
disappoint. The scenes featuring the races are shot with a finesse that is unmistakable, and
there is remarkable thought put behind each of them so as to not to make them repetitive.
There is never a dull moment when Milkha runs. Every time you see him run, it is a jawdropping moment and the win, just what we expect.
When you're done watching Rakyesh Omprakash's epic effort, you'll come out of the theater
wanting to run. Wanting to be a better person. Inspired!

An inspirational tale that inspires every young mind and leaves everyone with food for thoughtthat is BHAAG MILKHA BHAAG.

Shraddha Sawhney

- used line of an

What is it that strikes you when you think of elections? The first thing I can think of is democracy
opportunities
It gives us the opportunity to elect the representatives of our own choice. What could be better
than having a captain of your own choice? Rhea Thyageraj reports on the Ecole elections.
It was a Saturday afternoon when we were told that School elections were to be held the next
week and that each girl was entitled to a secret ballot and that she could vote for a leader of her
choice!
It was an immensely enjoyable exercise and we appreciated the solemnity of the occasion.
The results unfolded after the weekend and they were incredible!

School appointments:
Head GirlVice Head GirlSports PrefectVice Sports CaptainCo-Curricular Prefect Vice Co-Curricular prefectMess PrefectVice Mess Prefect Social Service Prefect -

Megha Rathi
Rhea Thyageraj
Mohini Chhotra
Anamika Bhardwaj
Riddhi Sarvaiya
Varnika Jaiswal
Aditi Dixit
Palak Grover
Gunisha Arora

The names of House Captains and Vice house captains were also announced:

Aer House
House CaptainVice Captain-

Himangi Ahuja
Sakshi Lakhotia

Aqua House
House CaptainVice Captain-

Arjoo Bahuguna
Malika Gurnani

Ignis House
House CaptainVice Captain-

Trisha Malhotra
Avanee Agarwal

Terra House
House CaptainVice Captain-

Vasundhra Yadav
Abana javed

All the prefects and captains heaved a sigh of relief and rejoiced after their frightening

Honouring a literary giant - Premchand
rd
The 31st
Birthday.
When I walked into the assembly hall, I saw people sitting behind the
curtains. They were beautifully dressed in colorful costumes according to
their roles. As I looked up, I saw a huge poster of Premchand.

works. One of his popular short stories-Boodhi Kaaki was adapted in
drama form.

It is the story of an old widow who gives away
all her possessions to her nephew and his wife
and later gets ill treated by them. The main
scene was on the occasion of a family wedding,
when she was left to starve and she had to
resort to eating left-overs from the dirty utensils.
showed us how some cold blooded people
disrespect their elders. Shabnam, of class 9
played the role of Boodhi kaki ,beautifully and
convincingly.
The others also did a fantastic job. The
play had a great impact on the audience.
The play ended with loud round of
applause which made the participants feel
over whelmed. Everybody congratulated
them for their brilliant performances.
It also highlighted the universal appeal of
things have not moved very far in our
society since his time!

Bhargavie Raj

A walk like no other!
One Saturday night, we were told that the ones who were in a mood to go for a morning walk to
the river flowing by Horawalla, must be ready at seven in the morning. We were all surprised as
well as excited. The next morning, the junior dorm was filled with excited, chirpy voices as most
of us were awake before time.
Four teachers escorted us through the
Ecole gates to the river. As the Ecole gates
swung close behind us, our chatters
ceased and our observations began. We
hummingbirds.
On our way to the river, we saw different
flora and fauna. The juniors rushed to
collect peculiar-looking stones as we
reached the banks of the river. The sixth
graders seemed the most interested. We
also dipped our feet in the water and
stayed on the banks for quite a time,

cherishing our time outdoors.
Then we started off towards Ecole, tired. We reached school exhausted, but extremely joyful
from our experience. This was a special morning walk which would always be engraved in my
memory.
Ananya Gupta

The Inter-House Current Affairs Competition
The second edition of the Inter-House Current Affairs Competition took place on
the 8th of this month at the Multi decipher if they were butterflies or the adrenaline that was causing all the flutter.
Shreya Agrawal reports:
as ably assisted by
Malika Gurnani .
The opening round was hugely riveting. It was a visual round, featuring scenes from all the latest
Hollywood blockbusters. The audience was jumping in their seats, impatient for the questions to
pass to them. Who would have thought that inmates in a boarding school had access to the latest
films?! Well!

It was a successful round and all the teams were happy. What followed was equally stimulating.
The Quizmaster shot off questions related to science, books sports and political science at the
participants .The teams put their heads together and tried to figure out the answers to the
questions, all the while conscious of the stop watch clicking away in the background.
Every time a House would score,
enthusiastic applause would break out
and a loud cheer would ensue every time
the scores were read out by Sakshi, the
score keeper. It was a neck- to- neck race
between Aer and Ignis through the
afternoon.
At the end of a nail-biting session, Aer
(Mohini , Anusha, Chetanya and Shreya)
won the quiz. Ignis (Riddhi, Varnika,
Malaika, Shriya) stood at the second
position, Terra (Gunisha, Rhea, Kirti,
Ismatt) third and the fourth was Aqua
(Aditi, Aarjoo, Ananya, Bhargavie)
Overall, the experience was quite exhilarating. Well done, quizzers!

Double Faced?!!
The art of Double-speak! What would it be like to speak convincingly on a particular topic, taking
a particular stand on it and then within a matter of a bell, reverse your stand completely? Sounds
Lucky girls- Vasundhra Yadav and I- got the incredible opportunity to participate in a Turncoat
Competition organized by Summer Valley School, Dehradun. Having practiced quite a few times
under the able guidance of Mrs. Natascha Bathla, the girls were all geared to set the stage on fire
on 10th August. And they did. So did every participant at the event!
It was truly an enriching experience to see students our age go up to the podium and speak that
- well deserved, I must add. There is always a lot to learn from such
competitions whether you win or not. This too, we learnt at this very competition.
But, more than anything this program set me thinking. It urged me to ask that one question that
Why are competitions such as these, held? They are naturally, to build up our confidence, to
enhance our speaking abilities and to train us to think on our feet, of course!
But what worries me here is something else.
Why must we train in double-speak? In doing a volte-face at the drop of a hat? Or rather, at the
ring of a bell?

There seems to be something s

playing the same old, filthy game- Being a turncoat. Indulging in double speak.
I reproduce here three statements on the same issue (attacks on Indian Jawans across the LOC)
made by our dear Defence Minister over a period of three days, as broadcast on all leading news
channels last week.
terrorists
terrorists in Pakistani army uniform

So, this was the Honourable De
have to add, in the Nationals of Turncoat!
Very inspiring sir.
Coming back to the competition, it was a super hit. Look how far it made one think!

Megha Rathi

Cultivating the Gift of the Gab
organized 2013 Inter House Just A
Minute Competition.
An excellent tool to improve thinking
skills and to enhance speaking powers,
the Jam session generated a lot of
enthusiasm as well as jitters amongst the
participants since the topics were given
on the spot and the contestants got a
mere one minute to prepare their
speech.
The contestants were divided into junior
and senior categories. The girls were
judged on relevance of the content, correctness of language, confidence, ability to speak without
pause and delivery (eye contact, pronunciation, voice modulation). Akshata, Anusha, Samya and
Ananya represented Terra, Aer, Ignis and Aqua in the junior category respectively.
Akshata Joshi was the first to speak and she spoke non-stop
making it amusing
for the audience that clapped excitedly at everything she uttered . Anusha was next and she

impressive. Ananya had to speak on
Vasundhara, Chetanya, Shraddha and
Arushi from Terra, Aer, Ignis and Aqua
respectively. Vasundhara took full
and spoke fluently and comprehensively.
Chetanya go
m Of
Before announcing the results, the
Principal, Mrs. Ghosh commented that
while one minute seems to be a very short
duration to prepare for the topic, this same one minute appears to be very long when one has to
said. Amongst the Juniors, Anusha from Aer was the winner and Vasundhara from Terra won in
the senior category.

Friends across continents
It is not every day that we get to meet someone from a distant land, someone who comes as an
intern and readily agrees to share their skills with you. Giulia Stevanin , our guest from Italy has
turned our cooking classes into a hang-out zone that every girl looks forward to. Betselot Tane
and Sessen Amare from Ethiopia , with their braided hair and brightly coloured togs are the envy
of every Junior on the campus!
Here they share their views and thoughts with Anusha and Bhargavie in an informal chat.
Q. Hi Giulia! We would like to ask you a few questions if we may. What are you studying at
present?
Ans. I am studying Political Sciences in Italy.
Q. Why did you choose Dehradun, India for internship?
Ans. I always wanted to visit India and then when I heard that there was an exchange project that
would give me the opportunity to join this wonderful school, I was very happy.
Q. What are you planning to do after your stint here? Are you going to study in India?
Ans. I am at the first year of my Masters and I am planning to complete it over there itself.
Q. How are Indian schools similar and different from the schools in Italy?
Ans. The difference is that there are only a few good schools for boys and girls over there. They
do not wear Scottish skirts; they have a different type of uniform. The only thing is that the
subjects are the same.
Q. How has your experience in Dehradun been till now?
Ans. Very good, I like it

Q Betsy , Sensen, what was your main aim
coming to India?
A. For our internship there were options only
in India and Ethiopia. So we chose India as we
wanted to go abroad.
Q. What do you both hope to achieve at the
end of your internship?
A. We hope to get experience, exposure, an
exchange of cultural ideas and also to share
information about our country, Ethiopia.
Q. Do you like the whole new environment
with students? What has impressed you the
most?
A. Yes, we surely like it. The discipline of your
school has left a good impression on us.
Q. What are your future plans? Your career plans?
A. We have already graduated from Economics, so in the future we want to do our Masters in Economics.
MBA would also do.
Q. Any advice for us?
A. You girls should enhance your general knowledge and read other subjects too.

The 67 th Independence Day was
celebrated with great pomp and
show at Ecole. The Tricolor was
hoisted by the Principal, Ms. Brinda
Ghosh and she took the opportunity
to dwell on the troubles that plague
the country today, both natural and
manand the tragedy of the submarine at
Mumbai.
She spoke to the assembly on the
need to wake up and act- to join
forces to make changes happen. Ms.
Ghosh also greeted the students from South Korea who were also celebrating their Independence
day on the same day.
The Inter-House Group singing competition was also scheduled for the afternoon so we all looked
forward to a session charged with patriotic fervor.
based on the theme, unity in diversity. They performed the song very well and the audience was
generous with its applause.

Aer House sang a fullcrowd tapping her feet to its lilting
tune. There is no doubt that the song
won the hearts of everybody. Terra
samay ke raet par chodh te chalo
n
by Tina and Jien on the guitar and
synthesizer.It was indeed very moving.
by Aqua, showcasing the glory of
mother India.
As the judges noted down their marks, we were treated to a fine piano recital by Cho Jien and
Jin Ye, who played a piece composed by Beethovan. The icing on the cake, indeed!
The results:
1st place- AquaHouse & Terra House
3rd place- Aer House
4th place- Ignis House

Bhargavie Raj

Knights in Khaki Armour
This Dehradun monsoon has been an extremely cruel one.
One, it had barged in unexpectedly and too early and then, it had brought in its wake pain, loss
and destruction of Himalayan proportions!
To just say that the havoc the Rain god wreaked in His own land, the Devbhoomi has been brutal
and colossal, would be an understatement. Thousands were caught completely unawares, killed
and many, several times that number, orphaned and displaced.
They say that when the going gets tough, the tough get going. But is it also true that when times
are bad, the worst facets in human nature surface?
Stories about rampant marauding, extortion and treachery in the midst of all that tragedy in and
around Kedarnath make one wonder! Have human beings lost all finer feelings? Has poverty and
want reduced us into blood-thirsty scavengers that prey on the unfortunate to such an extent
that we cease to discern that there has to be a time and place for everything?
Thankfully for mankind, all was not lost.
Into this bleak landscape, they rode in , those warriors, clad in khaki. They spread out quickly and
efficiently, unmindful of the treacherous terrain and inclement weather conditions. All around
them, they saw blood, gore, pain and misery. They forgot all about their own needs and got about

tackling the task at hand. The task of protecting the people they had chosen to serve. Of
protecting them from the fury of another kind. Not from the enemy across the borders but from
an unexpected enemy-Nature.
These knights were no different from their earlier counterparts- the Crusaders who went
searching for the Holy Grail. For the jawans from the Indo-Tibetan Border Police, this was no less
than a crusade- searching for survivors, carrying them, often on their weary shoulders towards
safe locales,pulling out the wounded, the dead from the hell hole the holy land Kedarnath had
turned into!
Days dragged on to weeks and they continued to search, rescue and evacuate the thousands who
looked up to them for succor. Not for them the luxury of a comfortable bed or a warm meal.
Some of them,sadly succumbed to the forces they were battling. They worked relentlessly till the
last survivor was found. Only then did they call it a day!
We raise our heads and salute the men in Khaki. They are real -life heroes. The saviours.

Houses to the fore

A journey to the land of the rising sun
A truly fantastic assembly was held by Aqua House that gave a glimpse of the land of
rising sun. We started our journey by greeting in Japanese- Ohao Gozaimasu, which
remember them.
to make Japanese fans which we used in our song. We also talked about how the
Japanese respect Mother Nature and about their festivals and the world famous
cherry bl
Japan and said a Japanese prayer for the victims of the Uttrakhand tragedy.
Arigato Gozaimasu (Thank you very much).
-Ananya Gupta (Team Aqua)

Ever thought what could possibly go wrong the very next moment?
What could cause the smiles of the people to fade away?
The Uttrakhand Tragedy of June, 2013 was a dreadful and unprecedented disaster
which shattered homes and hopes.
To empathise and pray for the victims who suffered in this disaster, Ignis House
prepared their assembly presentation. The main objective of this assembly was to
highlight the gravity of the situation and to encourage people to do their bit for this
cause.
The girls enacted scenes from the tragedy, as they visualized it, to portray the
nstill in
everyone the need to come together, to contribute their bit in order to rebuild our
beautiful Uttarakhand.
The assembly ended with a huge round of applause and many teary eyes. The
message was conveyed.
-Shagun and Mehar ( Team Ignis)

It was only after a lot of discussion that we came to the conclusion about doing a
presentation on Malala Yousufzai. Malala is indeed an incredible girl because she
fought for the rights of girls in Pakistan. We decided to do a little skit on the
important phases of her life.
It was an honour to dedicate the Friday assembly to the legendary Malala. Our
teachers ensured every girl in the house participated. Mrs. Preeti Sharma worked on
the script, Ms. Afifa and Mrs. Navita helped us practice the scenes and it was Mr.
Chhoti si chi
. Megha, played the lead role.
The skit of the duration of 10 minutes told the story of Malala through quickly
changing scenes. The song was the high-light of the presentation. The Aer House
assembly made a strong impact on the audience.
The Principal and the teachers appreciated it a lot.
-Chetanya (Team Aer)

The king of pop, here In Ecole!
lled with hate we must still dare to hope. In a world filled with anger, we
must still dar
On 2nd
ouse presented a piece of entertainment in the assembly and
tried to mesmerize everyone with its talents and also tried to make it a unique one.
. Our idea was to reflect the ups
and downs in the life of this great megastar who was a singer, a dancer and a
marvelous person and above all, the king of pop.
The students of Terra House, also put up
hits,
the show with a tribute to the great man by singing his
song ,
.
- Gunisha Arora (Team Terra)
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