.

EDITORIAL
You are travelling down a hilly terrain, music blaring, the wind in your hair, laughter ringing out all
around you. The car comes to a halt and you come to a hairpin bend, only to see a ghastly
accident. A bus, laden with passengers has, just a few seconds ago, fallen over the precipice and
screams rent the air. There is no one around, except you and your friends.
What would you do? Move on, or stop and help?
But stopping would mean getting involved? Coming face to face with blood and gore. Tragedy!

Which side of the heart do you listen to?
fury several hundreds like you and I were heading to the very same land. The land where holy
rivers flowed, and with them, many bodies, some dead, some alive.
They went to the temple to seek solace from this world.
They went there to greet the Lord.
They went there to come back, rejuvenated, energized and spiritually charged.
But what happened? What went wrong?
No one will ever know. Such is the uncertainty of life.

Today, the entire Ecole family is here, and we are perfectly safe. However, the aftermath of last

members from her family!
On hearing this, tears welled up in my eyes, unbidden.
How could anyone remain stoic and unaffected by a disaster of such mammoth proportions? It
could happen to anybody who decided to go on a family trip. It could happen to my family, it
could happen to yours, too. After all, it happened not very far away.
Often during the day, I am forced to deviate a little from my daily activity and give a thought to
this: What should I do when I am faced with something that is so compellingly close to home.
Thankfully, we are unaffected, but only physically. The trauma will remain with us for a long time
Fortunately, we are alive.
We are safe.
So do we call it being lucky, or do we call this unfair?
Think about it.
Signing off,
Megha Rathi

P

utting forth your talent in front of an admiring and
encouraging audience is something all children look forward
to. A great opportunity was given to all the new comers
(before the vacation) to do so. 17th May was a big day for
everyone in the family- the performers and the audience. The
icing on the cake was the presence of Mr. Sandeep Dutt, once the
National Director of the International Award for Young People
(IAYP).

The programme included a variety of displays. There were group
and solo performances of songs and dances- some prepared
under the fine guidance of teachers, while others were prepared
by the girls in a matter of three days, only! But the highlight of the event was a group dance
presented by the junior g
Gangnam Style!
The show ended with a very interactive talk that Mr. Dutt had with the students. He questioned
us about the reason why we were all present there. Numerous hands raised, a dozen answers,
but the one with the right, and the finest answer was Shreya Agrawal, grade 8, who said that her
reason was simply, to enjoy. This was thought -provoking, indeed.
All of us felt immensely happy and proud of our fellow mates who were not just beautiful and
intelligent but also very talented.
True it is, that Ecole teaches us much more than what is in the textbooks!

Megha Rathi

really this good. I am inexpressibly happy here!
homesick
totally gaga over my boarding school these days.
think I was the most homesick girl in School. Knowing that I had no option but to stay, I struggled
and convinced myself to be happy. However, at the end of the day, I would always say to myself,
ne counts their
first salary again and again!

Home was boring when compared to Ecole! Every time I called up any of my Ecole friends during
the break, I would begin and end the conversation with the very same line:

The last night at home, I made up my mind that I will be brave. I will surely have fun with my
friends, but at the same time, study hard. I will overcome all the obstacles in my life because I am
invincible!
The day I reached Ecole, I got the good news that I will now be sharing the dorm with my best
Yes, I admit that I cried when my parents left, but that was only due to a momentary feeling of
separation, you see!
Now I am back in school, and perfectly settled, thank you!
I love you, Ecole!

Shagun Kandari

True Confessions of a

Teenager

Have you ever felt homesick? Not until you have been in a boarding
school, believe me.

miss your friends and family when you come to a totally new place
where you know absolutely nobody? Finally, you end up feeling bad
about it.

as time passed by, I started to miss my family.
I miss the way I used to laugh and joke around with them. Everything I saw, reminded me of
them, somehow. For instance, when I went into the dining hall and saw the same food that my
-

a long time!

I knew I was going to make new friends and I was really excited about that, but there was a
a long time was, indeed, traumatizing!
For the first two days, I found it difficult to abide by the rules. The reason being- not being able to
talk to my old friends and family. It was really hard to adjust without them.
However, as a growing teen, I have come to realize that only looking at the negative side of
anything will get me nowhere. So, I figured out all the advantages of being in a boarding school,
disadvantages.
Well, buddies, feeling bad is not the thing you have to opt for. You should not stay alone, instead
make more and more friends and share everything with them. You should try to be frank with
You should cherish each and every moment,
enjoy to your fullest and should be thankful for
what you get!

Hemangi Ahuja and Aarjoo Bahuguna

Traditional Boarding Schools
are temples of learning. Learning cannot be done without
discipline and customs. Well, discipline and customs are exactly
what traditional boarding schools are all about.
It is sad to say that nowadays, the new age boarding schools
focus more on the comfort level of the boarders than anything
very reason for schools to emerge? So what do you say; are they
grooming the child or supporting the process of turning them into complete spoilt brats?
The answer is quite obvious. The luxury and amenities provided at new age boarding schools act
as barriers on their road to success.
It is said that when children are born, they are born as a blank slate, a tabula rasa. Manners and
good traits are learnt by them from the environment they spend a lot of time in i.e. the school.
Traditional boarding schools, in my view, are perfect for the right development of character and
personality because of the presence of rigid rules that stood the test of time and have been
followed by every student that ever studied there.
Hence, I firmly support the notion that traditional boarding schools are better at providing the
right kind of education than new age boarding schools.
experience!

Avanee Agrawal

New Age Boarding Schools
What do you think is better- a flexible rule book that can change its rule as the situation demands

The present generation wants a learning atmosphere that is fresh, new and caring. To make them
work under the threat of a knife is a Herculean task!
Rigid compliance of rules is a thing of traditional boarding schools. I disagree with the statement
that rigidly following the rules is the key to success. In fact, I believe that just the way too many

New age boarding schools not only educate children, but they do so in a holistic manner. The
rules in such schools encourage
discipline and order, but can be
altered and adjusted as per the need
of the hour. Such schools accept
changes and so do children of today.
Hence, new age boarding schools
cater to needs of present generation.
Being a part of a new age boarding
school, I believe they are much
better than traditional boarding
schools.

T. Rhea Jemimah

Is there ANYTHING better than shopping? Are you a shopping freak like me?

This summer I opened the wildest, the craziest, and the most adventurous
account with the most glamorous of Australian streets.
St. Peters and St. Rose are just a few of the many streets I had been trapped
in with my favourite brands like Gucci, Prada, Aldo, Jimmy Choo, Veromoda, and many more, just
waiting to be rushed into. Each mannequin at every store, stood, almost inviting me in!
The prices did drive me nuts, but I kept my calm. After all, not often in life do you get a chance to
shop this way. Brisbane was surely worth it!
newsletter and get your tickets booked this minuteyou never know when the stock is over!
Want some more? Other than this, you can also visit the Koala sanctuaries
and other zoos, islands like Fraser Island, Bribie Island and Moreton Island
where you are provided fresh picnic lunches and can go fishing, surfing,
beach walking and enjoy other water sports. Brisbane also has many
museums, bridges, theatres, botanical gardens and art galleries that could
be really interesting, informative and at the same time, fun to visit.

Lastly, I would like you to know that for as a person like me with a black belt in shopping and an
inclination for nature, Brisbane is just the place for me. Having been given a chance to visit
Brisbane was the best thing that ever happened to me.

Mehar

Workshops for teachers at Ecole Globale
A series of workshops was conducted for the orientation of
teaching staff at Ecole Globale, both before and after the summer vacations. As a progressive
school, Ecole Globale, believes in adopting holistic and innovative methods of teaching. The
workshops were conducted by the Principal, Mrs. Brinda Ghosh and Mr. Harwant Singh from
Purkul Youth Development Society (PYDS).
Mr Harwant Singh, the Principal of
PYDS School is a passionate teacher and
has been conducting workshops for years
that have helped teachers take on newer
and better teaching methodologies. Mrs.
experience of participating and conducting
educational workshops. So the teaching
staff at Ecole went through lively,
interactive and enlightening sessions of
activities and discussions that renewed
their own zeal for teaching. After the
students left for their homes, the workshops were conducted from 18th to 24th May and again
from 4th to 6th of June, before the girls arrived for the second term.
The one- day workshop
by Mr. Harwant Singh had exciting group
activities and discussions that generated alertness and imagination among the participants and
the video clips shown were thought- provoking and informative. The 1- hour long movie about a
Japanese teacher and real time coverage of his teaching and learning in a class of a Japanese
school kids was highly inspiring, giving many teachers a new perspective. Teachers later on
huddled into small groups to chart out ways and strategies for creating caring class rooms at
Ecole.
During the next few days, Mrs. Ghosh conducted seminars and workshops that were interactive
and motivated the teachers to create newer teaching aids and be caring educators. Integration of
subjects, going beyond the textbooks and cross- curricular teaching systems were other areas
that were looked at, for implementation.

Inspiri
stimulation.

up for analysis and

A video clip on breathing meditation,
as practiced by the monks of the Plum
village in France, was shown and
everyone agreed to introduce
techniques of practicing mindfulness in
everything that we do. Mr. Ghosh did a
practical demonstration of how this
can be achieved. The purpose of all
these workshops was to make the
learning atmosphere in the school
natural, stress free and conducive for
exploring, studying and implementing
new, relevant ideas. Another aspect that was emphasized was the democratic way of functioning,
be it in the class room while deciding the class rules or while electing the prefects. Strategies on
creating a classroom covenant were also decided. The staff is excited about implementing the
same in their classes.

Little Tasks, Great
Lessons Learnt
Saturday, 13th July, was a life turner.
We were all told to gather in the MPH
after our juice break. We were told to
make two circles, with the juniors in the
inner circle. Mr. Ghosh instructed us to
shake hands with the person in front of us
and greet them and during this, the inner circle would move right and the outer circle would
move left. This way, we would shake hands with everyone. With the same task, Mrs. Ghosh
instructed us to greet each other in a language other than English. This was great fun!
As we proceeded, we were made to sit. Mrs. Ghosh enlightened us about concentration being a
boon to life. With her meaningful thoughts and words, we were also made to do deep breathing.
After every activity that we did, there were discussions about how each one of us felt forcing us
to introspect and recognize our feelings. We were taught a song about breathing in and out, to
help us practice the art of concentrating on our breathing. The idea was also to remind us that we
need to take a pause every now and then to reflect and to appreciate what we are doing. The
activities done were to teach us to be mindful about everything that we do.

Mrs. Bhatia briefed us about the new upcoming elections for this year. The energy levels in the
responsibilities of a leader and how wisely we should choose one. More than anyone else, we,
seniors are super excited about these elections. Hope everyone does their best and the deserving
carry the baton.

Trisha Malhotra
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