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Ecolecho 

The only constant thing in this ever-changing world is 

change itself! 

It has been over a month since I joined Ecole and within this 

short span, the number of changes I see here has been 

phenomenal!      

      Continue….. 

 

         



         

Team arrangements: So that every student can participate actively in  the 

various competitions, the students have now been divided into four teams, 

namely, Wind, Fire, Water and Earth. This exercise has also served to 

instill in all, the experience of working as one in a team. 

Assemblies: In order to enhance the public speaking abilities of the girls, 

the morning assembly has gone through a new ‘avatar‘. Now, we girls 

conduct the assembly-the prayer, news and a speech is rendered by us in 

turns. Also, on Fridays there are Team Assemblies with each team 

slogging during Zero hour in an effort to out-perform the other. Needless to 

say, the quality has zoomed upwards!  

Elections:   The best way to teach young ones to become accountable is 

to give them responsibility. Student Council  Elections held last month have 

ensured that  duties have been allotted to the ‘janta‘  and the heads are 

doing a great job. There seems to be a lubricant functioning in the school. 

Graffal: The Graffal is the Official Wall Magazine of Ecole. The Graffal will 

be dealing with all sorts of issues and topics around the world. The first 

issue talks about why the name of Graffal was chosen. 

The greening of the campus: The campus has gradually transformed into 

an oasis of lush green plants and trees. It induces a sense of awe, 

watching the plants sway to the wind! 

Sprouts:’ Nutritious ‘sprouts have emerged as a compulsory item on the 

breakfast menu. And to our horror, there is NO running away from it. Now 

that there is no way out, we have happily reconciled to this change! Yes, 

looking at it positively, because health comes first! 

 

        All these changes have been welcomed whole-heartedly and potential 

changes are awaited. For example, the girls all agree that a COMPOST 

PIT  in some corner of the school in order to make effective use of the 

huge pile of bio-degradable waste the kitchen churns out every day, can be 

an ECO-FRIENDLY  step in the right  direction….!!! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Signing off…. 

Editor  



The Wall Magazine - Graffall 

 

MUN dane Musings               

On the 17
th
, 18

th
 and the 19

th
 of August, all the 

seven girls from grade 11 were invited to the Doon 

School Model United Nations (DSMUN). Before 

embarking on our experiences there, I would like 

to dwell a little on what MUN is.   

 The Model United Nations is an academic 

simulation of the functioning of the United Nations 

with an aim to educate participants on global 

current events, international relations, diplomacy 

and the United Nations agenda. 

As we had no time to go prepared as delegates, the Ecolites were more than happy to be the 

observers. Each one of us was put into separate Committees, like the United Nations International 

Programme, the Security Council, the Human Rights Council and the Historical Security Council. 

Right from the speeches presented by the delegates to the Motions being passed on the last day of 

the conference, everything moved on well oiled wheels, very much like in the real United Nations. 

 We were surprised to witness the enthusiasm   in the Chair Members (the head of the various 

committees who conduct the proceedings in the hall), in the students of the Doon School and 

needless to mention, in the delegates. Everyone was eager to oblige! 

With a three day experience of the MUN, all of us have SURELY become professionals at it! So next 

year, we can proudly participate not just in the DSMUN but also at other MUNs across the country as 

delegates of various nations all around the globe.                  

 Megha Rathi  

Grade 11 

                                                                                  

Specpol 

 The first committee conference that I attended as observer was of Specpol.  

The Doon Gazette that we received contained the agenda of every committee, so I promptly checked 

mine. It was ‘Combating Maritime Piracy in Somalia’ and ‘International Status of Taiwan’. The 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations


conference began at 6pm. Incidentally, the chairperson was Abhishek Bansal, one of the Doscos, I 

had met before.   

The first session of Specpol commenced with a  discussion on the problem of piracy. The Somalian 

delegate acknowledged the fact that there was absence of resources to tackle the problem. The 

delegates of USA, Spain and China all maintained that they were investing funds in the Somalian 

region. There was much discussion on the economical factor of the issue. During the concluding hour, 

a draft resolution was introduced which was debated heatedly. . 

On the second day, while the delegates were still 

working on the Draft resolution, there was a crisis. 

It was reported that four innocent protesters were 

shot dead and 15 were arrested by the Chinese 

police. It was interesting to see the spontaneous 

reactions  of the delegates. The next crisis 

shocked the delegates even more. A ship 

containing armaments was hijacked by the 

Somalian pirates. The Somalian delegate handled 

the crisis quite diplomatically. However, the last 

update made the situation more complicated. It 

was revealed that Taiwan was the potential buyer 

of the armament ship which had been hijacked. Thus, both topics were combined and diplomatic 

solutions were called for. With this, the second day of Specpol concluded.  

On the third day, a Draft resolution to tackle  both the issues was prepared.. Fortunately for us, the 

motion for entertainment was just passed.  It was fun to see the delegates, chairperson and some 

observers  dancing and having fun. We joined the festivities and enjoyed a lot. After that, we were 

called for lunch and the committee sessions of MUN came to an end. 

My experience of MUN was good. I look forward to attending next year’s MUN, not as an observer but 

as a delegate.    

Aditi Dixit 

Grade 11 

 

DISEC 
The delegates looked very confident. The issue  to go under the hammer was demilitarization at the 

LINE of CONTROl..The Pakistani delegate suggested partial demilitarization of Kashmir. Discussions 

seemed to be going smoothly when suddenly the 8th  motion failed. 

The debate spilled over to the second day. The discussion was exciting like any cricket match 

between India and Pakistan can be. Suddenly the committee was informed about a crisis! Very 

dramatically, two terrorists burst into the room and announced the Indian Prime Minister had been 

taken hostage. The debate took a turn  with UK and Germany putting pressure on China for 

precipitating a crisis.  

A lighter mood ensued when the South African delegate was asked to sing the National Anthem.    

Swati Baliyan 

Grade 11      

      

Human Rights Council    
                    
The first session of the Human Rights Council began, as per protocol, with introductions followed by 
the setting of the agenda. The committee, almost unanimously decided to discuss Abortion Laws first. 
At first, many motions to initiate a caucus of any sort failed, resulting in a forced introduction of a 
moderated caucus, which was, ‘coincidentally’ suggested by the delegate of Iran, who regarded the 
fulfillment of the millennium development goals and maternal health. After many failed attempts, the 



topic read: ‘The introduction of the one child policy in member nations to tackle the issues of 
abortion”.  
For the first time, a considerably heated debate took place, which, according to the panel of judges, 
was lost by China. 
 
The  German and South African delegates  rapidly stated facts and rebutted the argument rather 
admirably. The delegate of Taiwan proposed that abortion be discussed during the time period. The 
committee started out slowly, but debate was possible.  
 
On day 2  began a discussion  concerning Post Conflict Environmental Management in nations 
affected by the Arab An identity crisis of sorts  happened when a delegate mistook Russia for 
Pakistan. Finally a moderated caucus was passed regarding solutions to the problem faced in the 
MENA region.  
 
The  Italian representative  mentioned that 

Google is the source and believes that it is 

valid even in the UN. After this, the 

chairperson suspended his committee in order 

to allow his delegates to get their thoughts 

together. 

The UNEP comprised  very interesting 

discussions and delegates. 

The Chairperson ended the session by saying, 

that debates from the next session should be 

more formal and better conducted. 

 

Day 3 at the Human Rights Council was definitely  more eventful than the first. The proceedings, as 

per tradition, started with the General Speakers list. Delegates were observed to be certainly more 

interested in the proceedings than before. Significant topics such as religion and abortion, and 

regional accessibility to abortion facilities were discussed through moderated caucuses, before 

breaking off into the first unmoderated caucus of the committee. The committee also had its moments 

of entertainment. A crisis situation, reported by a certain British reporter, was presented and satisfied 

the committee’s need for a change.  

Many delegates, who were earlier disinterested and listless, were observed engaging  in active 

debate. Three working papers were presented before the committee and heated arguments took 

place regarding each of them. However, none were passed. 

The MUN came to an end. A hugely educational experience that can never be forgotten. All thanks to 

The Doon School and our Principal, Mrs. Ghosh.  

 

Vasundhra Yadav 

Grade 11 

 

Asian School teachers call on us 

On 1st September, a group of 40 teachers from 

the junior wing of the Asian school was 

welcomed by the Ecolites with enthusiasm. It 

was a great pleasure to have them at Ecole. We 

welcomed all of them by singing a song which 

was specially dedicated to all teachers. We 

played some games and the noise level in the 

auditorium was proof that all of them seemed to 

be glad to participate.  



As a surprise item to the programme, 

the guests also came up with a song 

and dance specially prepared for us. It 

was marvelous! The most striking fact 

was that they had brought chocolates 

and handmade cards for each of us. It 

was wonderful meeting them, because 

they loved the campus and warmly 

appreciated everything we did. We had a 

memorable time 

Gunisha Arora Grade 9  

Nandini Agarwal Grade 8 

 

 

A Trip to Purkal Youth Development Society (PYDS) 
 

On Saturday, the 25th of August, we visited  

an NGO  called the Purkal Youth 

Development Society. It took us over an 

hour and a half to reach there. It was 

raining cats and dogs and we were relieved 

to see some young, pretty girls coming 

towards us with umbrellas  to escort us in. 

We were touched by the gesture and we 

were also impressed by the girls. All of 

them spoke fluent English and were 

extremely well informed!   

 

The Founder of the institution, Mr. Swamy then briefed us about how he started this 

successful NGO with his hard work. We were taken on a tour around the school by the 

Principal, Mr Harbans Singh. It was a small school equipped with everything a student would 

need! 

Our tour guide made us choose partners 

from amongst their students  to interact 

with. My buddies were Sonali Sharma 

and Manisha. We had a great time 

together.  We were given a form and  we 

were told to answer  questions about our 

partners to assess the extent of our 

interactions.. After this exciting time in 

which I got to know a lot about my new 

friends, we were handed chart papers  

and our  partners taught us  to make 

designs using the art of finger printing. 

The girls poured their creativity onto the papers and then we had to proceed to the dining 

hall.  

We washed our plates and stood in line and were soon served Rajma chawal and a 

vegetable with some salad. We ate without using any cutlery, with our fingers. It was quite 



an experience. I liked eating with my fingers and saw that even the teachers of our school 

were enjoying it a lot.  

With the meal over, everyone decided to roam around in the school with their buddies, soon 

after which our teachers called us out to come and see the pottery made by the school kids.  

All of us gathered there and the pottery teacher explained the process of making artifacts 

using clay. After spending another  10-15 minutes together, we were told that it was time to 

leave.  

What made the trip very touching was the 

last goodbye, all girls hugging their new 

found friends. Every student studying in 

the Purkul School comes from an under-

privileged home. Every student is there on 

a scholarship! The NGO, which was 

almost voted the BEST NGO in India this 

year provides EVERYTHING to these 

boys and girls! Free education, uniforms, 

meals, and also training in sports and fine 

arts! 

The organization is fully dependent on the generosity of good Samaritans and corporates 

and very often finds it difficult to organize the funds required!   

It was an eye-opener for us! It will now be our sincere endeavor to make things possible for  

our Purkul friends. And that’s a promise !    

 

Sakshi Lakhotia  

 Grade 9  

 

Stree Shakti- women to the fore 

Stree Shakti (woman power) is a womens’ empowerment programme in the Purkal Youth 

Development Society, Purkal village, which aims at empowering women artisans to become 

self sufficient and economically independent. The organization deals in handmade quilts and 

patch work accessories. It serves as an income-generating opportunity for women who 

belong to the underprivileged families of the Purkul village; uneducated women who have 

have limited job opportunities. Their lifestyle leaves them with little chance for social and 

economic development. 

The women come from the neighbouring 

villages. The programme has provided   

training in skills and employment to more 

than 700 women in need. It has made 

drastic improvements in the lifestyles of 

the women and their families. The 

women are also organized into 

interdependent self-help groups to 

produce beautifully hand-stitched quilts 

and textile products that help them earn 

a livelihood and to care for their families.  



The Shishu Shakti Early Childhood Development Programme adjacent to the Stree Shakti 

production centre was opened in March 2010 for the young children of these families, so that 

they can receive primary education and social development while the women are busy at 

work. A well equipped crèche also ensures that women with little babies continue to come to 

work. 

The society, under the committed guidance of Mr. and Mrs. Swami, has brought about a sea 

change in the lives of the villagers. With resources and opportunities for training and 

education, the women are capable of leading a better life to support themselves and their 

families.  

Aditi Dixit 

Grade 11  

 

‘Mahabali comes to Ecole’, reports the Staff Editor 

On the auspicious  day of Onam  the Ecolites made 

an effort to call Mahabali to  Ecole.  The 9th graders 

and the juniors started the day by assisting Ms. Soni, 

make a ‘pookalam’ (rangoli with flowers). A special 

assembly was conducted in which the 11th graders 

with the help of  our Principal prepared a mime which 

portrayed the story of King Mahabali, the generous 

Asura king who ruled over Kerala. Information on 

how this 

festival is 

celeberated in Kerala was given to the audience. 

The lunch had a South Indian touch to it with the 

inclusion of ‘inji curry’ a ginger chutney and 

‘payasam’ –kheer with dal and coconut milk. The 

staff added colour by dressing up in traditional 

Kerala sarees. 

   

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Staff News 

 Mr. Dinesh Bhandari and Ms. Neerja Saxena attended the ‘face to face’ 

professional development workshop for Cambridge teachers that was held at 

DPS Saket, New Delhi for Mathematics and Physics respectively  on 25th and 

26th of August, 2012. 

 

 Mrs. Brinda Ghosh was invited by O.P. Jindal Global University and World 

Integrity Centre to speak on ‘ Global education in schools’ on the 29th of August 

at the World Integrity Centre, Dehradun. 

 



 

 

 

Rendezvous with a Fashion Designer 

An otherwise warm and sultry afternoon, suddenly turned into a 

memorable one, says HEENA SIDDIQUI 

 

   At lunch, one afternoon, out of the blue Ms. Ghosh announced that we  

   had a guest. All eyes moved on to this pretty, stylish lady seated at the  

   Director’s table. We were all curious about her identity, but not for long. 

               The Prefects led us to the MPH where a presentation was being readied.  

                Another moment of suspense and we were being introduced to the guest,  

                Ms. Sohni Juneja, a Fashion Designer. Wow! Weren’t we all excited! 

                Ms Juneja, an alumna of the National Institute of Fashion Technology,  

                New Delhi had the opportunity of working with a leading designer,  

                Raghvendra Rathore.             

                She told us that she now planned to further specialize in Hair and Make-up 

                from Italy.  

               All very thrilling! 

           We were really happy that she had kindly agreed to give us some tips on Fashion 

        Design as a career option. Since some of the seniors were already considering it, 

        naturally it piqued everyone’s interest. 

                  

        Ms. Juneja taught us how to draw texture patterns, how to create our own   

        designs. Later, we got to see a Power Point on trends in clothing.  

        All of us were really inspired by her, and some of us are now seriously 

        thinking about Fashion Design as a career. 

                                    

                  Please come again, Ms Juneja. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

You Made Our Day 
Mrs. Natascha Bathla 

The Teachers’ Day celebration was yet another superbly organized student initiative. 

We were overwhelmed with the way they had planned out the day for us.   It was an 

absolute treat! 

 We were given a grand welcome by the children who showered us with their 

greetings on black-boards (green) and soft-boards, and with hugs and handshakes.  

The special programme which the children secretly prepared began at 11 am. in the 

Multi Purpose Hall. The show began with the Award Ceremony. Well thought out and 

apt titles were awarded to each member of staff. I am tempted to share mine with 

you….The Most Stylish Teacher (now it will be my endeavour to remain one).  As we 

walked up to the podium to receive the well-designed certificate from the Head 

Prefect, we also took the opportunity to ‘say a few words’. This gave us the chance to 

(ceremoniously) thank all our near and dear ones for having made this ‘AWARD’ 

possible. The Principal had us in splits as she dramatized her joy at being awarded 

the title of being the - Back Bone of The School.  

The cultural show that followed was one we will not forget for a while. We could see 

the time and effort which the children had put in to make the show a perfectly 

enjoyable one. Kudos to Riddhi and Anusha for compering the show so well! The 

students sang and danced amazingly well. The choreography of the dances was 

excellent. We were taken aback on seeing the hidden talents of the students.  We 

thank our gifted Shraddha for sharing a poem which she had specially written for us.   

The Antakshari Competition that followed had us exercising our lungs and our aging 

brains. As one group yelled to be heard, the other made all efforts to drown their 

voices. To add to this, the last three rounds of the competition had us racking our 

brains as we had to pick chits and sing songs as per the specification on it. On the 

whole it was a lot of fun. The cherry on the icing was the Elimination Dance. We let 

our hair down and danced to the 

rocking music. The students 

managed to get all the lady 

teachers eliminated thus leaving 

only the two gentlemen on the 

dance floor. They were made to 

oblige the audience with the last 

dance. 

On behalf of all the teachers I 

would like to thank the students for 

making the day special. 

The lunch needs a mention as it 

out did all the fantastic meals the School serves. Not only was the food special but 

also its presentation……   

(continued….) 

 

 



…….CHHAPPAN BHOG – the  Ecole Street Food                                        

Festival 
Who says that street food is available only on the streets? Well, I for one never did , says 

Shreya Agarwal of Grade 7. 

September 5, 2012 -  The Ecole  cafeteria was overflowing that day and the silence during 

lunch time itself was proof of how tasty the food was. The  stalls manned by the students 

were named after the owners. ’Shabbu aur Veeru ke Non-Veg Jaadu’, ‘Gunnu Bhel 

Bhandar’, ‘Golgappa Express‘ were some of them. With names like that ,you can imagine 

how tasty the food was! There were yummy kababs, delicious chicken tikkas, melt-in-the-

mouth dahi badas, Papdi chaat and a fantastic mocktail. The teachers enjoyed it and the 

look on their faces said that no one missed the regular food that day. The day ended with 

showers of happiness. Believe me, it was the most wonderful Teachers’ Day that I had ever 

experienced! 

    

Thank God it’s Friday! 

Ecolites look forward to Fridays for a different reason. It’s special assembly day when 

creativity is at its zenith. On Friday mornings, the teams come up with interesting 

presentations, skits, ‘nukkad  nataks’ and so on. Each team tries to outdo the other and 

secrecy is maintained till the last moment. The suspense makes it thrilling for the rest of us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assembly by Team Earth 

We have found guidance, friendship, discipline and love, everything from our teachers. So, we 

decided to choose Teacher’s Day as the theme for our house assembly.  

 We put our best foot forward to make our teachers feel special and to appreciate their 

importance in our lives. We started with the rendition of “Guru Brahma, Guru Vishnu, “which 

epitomized the status we Indians accord to our gurus. 

 A small poem was recited by a student and the words really touched their hearts. All of us got 

a chance to express our feelings towards the teachers. It was a gratifying experience for my 

teammates and me. 

Gunisha  Arora  

Grade 9 

 

Assembly by Team Wind  

We, the members of team Wind got an opportunity to conduct a house assembly.  We had  

enacted a street play also known as ‘nukad natak’ on female foeticide. Our story revolved 

around women who were forced to do this brutal act of getting their babies aborted because 

they were girls! The ‘nukad natak’ was named  ‘Pukaar’.  

Sakshi Lakhotia 

Grade 9 
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First Evening  at Ecole 

Ecole 

Assembly by Team Fire 

 

The theme for Team Fire’s special assembly on 7th September 2012  was Save Mother 

Earth. The assembly started with a prayer followed by the news and a thought on 

conservation . 

A short mime  was performed by the  team members on how we are slowly killing  our 

natural resources. Through our mime, we sought  to persuade everyone to stand up for 

their responsibility of saving the environment,  to kill our egos and start working together. 

The mime spoke about the ruthless cutting down of trees, wastage of water and the need 

to dispose off garbage smartly. 

The assembly concluded with the song  ‘WE ARE THE WORLD’.  

Trisha Malhotra 

Grade11 
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